The large majority by which the Government carried the second reading of their Education Bill, and the willingness expressed by Mr The characteristic of a free and educated community would be the constant increase of knowledge, the constant diminution of prejudice, the constant enlargement of view?the advancement, in short, of all those changes which the civilisation of the last two or three centuries has wrought among mankind, on the whole, to their great and unquestionable advantage. The tendency of the average candidate is towards some form of stereotype, and he usually seeks to be an educational authority not for the purpose of promoting education, but for the purpose of retarding it so far as inquiry into the value of his own crotchets may be concerned. To such forms of mental infirmity the members of the medical profession are, we think, decidedly less exposed than many other classes of the community ; and membership of the educational authorities of the future will afford them positions in which they may render incalculable service to the public. They will know, at least, not only that the corpus sanum is of fully equal importance with the mens sana, but also that the possession of the former is a condition precedent to the attainment of the latter, and should therefore receive at least equal consideration from any educational authority worthy of the name. They will be likely to compel attention to the prevalence of defects of sense which interfere alike with the reception and with the application of teaching, such as the sub-normal vision which has been , found to prevail so extensively among school children, or the imperfections of hearing which the recent researches of Mr. Cheatle compel us to regard as being in all probability equally widely diffused. That gentle-

